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t week Ylbricht purged three leading wewbers of the regime (aurty

and forwer security chief Ernst Wollwebsar : none under arrest).

A,

Purge climaxed loag dispute betweea Wibricht, who favers ha:l
Btalinist line, aad group of top-ranking party wemoers who 25X1
wanted regims to follow wore moderate policies.

&eo

C.

Opposition motivated by:

1, BRealization that Ulbricht's oppressive policies would anly
lead to incressed unrest asd offered no solution to Eas:
Germany's economic 1lls and

2, UWibricht's srrogant and high-handed behavior.

Blbricht will probably extend purge as he movez to enforce hims

policies,

Be is now free to bring economy wore directly under state

control and speed up production.

Effect will be to ereate stwmosphere conducive to strikes, disorders.

A,
B,

Pisturbances equalling 1933's uprising not expected.

Efforts will probably be wade to halt refuges flew, includisg
restrictions on entry to Berlia, probably not to extent of
sericualy jeopardising Westera position in Berlis.
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¥ibricht's mandate to impuse Stalinist policies reflects Eremlin’s

fear that relaxation in this Wenterawost Satellite would lead to

disaster,

A, Boviets fear revelt in Esst Gersmmny wore than in aey other
Satellite.

B. Strong facter motivating UBSR's German policy is continuing
state of unrest in Eastern Europe.

¢. Faally, Ulbricht's coatinustion of hard-line policies furtier
illustrates rigidity of Ersulin’s position on German issue,
1. Soviet policy is obvicusly to maintain status quo by

whateyer weans necessary. 25X1
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